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summer of 1865, which became more and more
systematic and unscrupulous as the political strug-
gle at Washington grew fiercer. Newspapers regu-
larly ran columns headed "Southern Outrages"
and every conceivable mistreatment of blacks
by whites was represented as taking place on a
large scale. As General Richard Taylor said,
it would seem that about 1866 every white man,
woman, and child in the South began killing and
maltreating negroes. In truth, there was less and
less ground for objection to the treatment of the
blacks as time went on and as the several agencies
of government secured firmer control over the
lawless elements. But fortunately for the radicals
their contention seemed to be established by riots
on a large scale in Memphis and New Orleans
where negroes were killed and injured in much
greater number than whites.

The rapid development of the radical plans of
Congress checked the tendency toward political
division in the South. Only a small party of rabid
Unionists would now affiliate with the radicals,
while all the others reluctantly held together, en-
dorsed Johnson's policy, and attempted to affili-
ate with the disintegrating National Union party.
But the defeat of the President's policies in the